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ART. IX. BIRDS RECORDED IN THE STATE OF HIDALGO, 
MEXICO, BY THE SEMPLE EXPEDITION OF 1939 1 

By George Miksch Sutton and Thomas D. Burleigh 2 

During the course of field work carried on in 1939 in eastern Mexico by 
Mr. John B. Semple and the authors, eleven days (March 27-30 and April 
7-13) were spent in Hidalgo. Most of this time the party was stationed at 
Jacala, in the northwestern part of the State, but in going to and from 
Jacala important stops were made at El Barrio (near Chapulhuacan, not 
far south of the San Luis Potosi state-line) and at the Cuesta Texquedo, a 
so-called “pass” about 13 miles south of Zimapan, not far from the point 
where the Mexico City highway crosses the Tasquillo River. 

Jacala is a picturesque village situated at the edge of a broad, semi-arid, 
extensively cultivated valley. Its elevation is 4500 feet. About it rise 
bold mountains whose higher slopes are well forested. To the north these 
reach an altitude of 6000 feet. To the south they are perceptibly higher, 
individual peaks attaining an elevation of well over 7000 feet. Four miles 
east of town the valley drops rapidly, narrowing to a rugged ravine. 

The forest on the high land north of town is principally of oak and pine. 
Bold outcroppings of rock protrude from the trees and deep, well-like 
caverns gape amongst the thickets. Under the pines the shrubbery is 
thin, but where oaks dominate there are dense tangles of smilax and poison 
sumac. The woodland about La Placita, six miles south of town, is com¬ 
posed largely of deciduous trees. Seven miles farther south the highway 
itself reaches what may be called “pine level.” 

The valley east of and below town is so extensively cultivated that it is 
virtually devoid of trees. It is bordered with a thorny thicket, however, 
and this sort of vegetation, with an admixture of live oaks, cedars, and 
junipers, extends along the lower slopes of the mountains. Here and there 
among the ravines are narrow flats that are thicketed exclusively with 

1 Third of a series of papers on the 1939 John B. Semple Expedition to eastern 
Mexico. 

2 The authors wish to thank the several staff members of the U. S. National 
Museum, the Fish and Wildlife Service of the U. S. Department of the Interior, 
the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard College, and the American Mu¬ 
seum of Natural History for their cooperation and assistance. 
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mesquite. These are recognizable at considerable distance because of 
their fresh, pleasant greenness. 

The woodland near El Barrio (3500 feet), where collections were made 
March 27 and April 13, is moist and luxuriant, quite unlike any found 
near Jacala. It is tropical by comparison, though less dense than that 
growing at the foot of the mountains, in the vicinity of Tamazunchale, 
San Luis Potosi. 

The Cuesta Texquedo (6000 feet) is a rough, arid, comparatively tree¬ 
less place where cactus and thorny shrubbery line the parched arroyos. 
A brief stop was made there April 7. 

The following list of 130 birds (four not fully identified) is thought to 
include most of the breeding and many of the wintering and transient 
forms of the Jacala district. It probably represents but inadequately, 
on the other hand, the bird-life of any other part of the State. 

LIST OF SPECIES 

Chaulelasmus streperus (Linnaeus). Gad wall. 

A mixed flock of eight Gadwalls and five Pintails was seen April 8, 
resting at a shallow artificial pond two miles south of Jacala. 

Dafila acuta (Linnaeus). Pintail. 

Five (three males and two females) were seen near Jacala, April 8, as 
noted above. 

Cathartes aura (Linnaeus). Turkey Vulture. 

Common. Seen daily wherever we went. 

Coragyps atratus (Bechstein). Black Vulture. 

Seen infrequently at Jacala and at other towns along the main highway. 
Not as common as the Turkey Vulture, however. 

Accipiter striatus velox (Wilson). Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

A male, in immature plumage (testes slightly enlarged), of this north¬ 
eastern race was taken March 29 in a thicket in mixed woodland at 6000 
feet, six miles north of Jacala. Adult (subspecies ?) seen at El Barrio, 
April 13. 

Circus cyaneus hudsonius (Linnaeus). Marsh Hawk. 

A female (with unenlarged, paired ovary) was taken March 29, in 
mixed woodland rather than in open country, at 6000 feet, six miles north 
of Jacala (Semple). Not otherwise recorded. 
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Falco sp. 

A Duck Hawk or Prairie Falcon swooped at the Gadwalls and Pintails 
seen April 8 near Jacala, causing them to flop about wildly in the shallow 
water. 

Falco sparverius Linnaeus. Sparrow Hawk. 

Noted repeatedly along the highway on the open, semi-arid plateau 
about Zimapan, March 30 and April 7. Seen infrequently in open coun¬ 
try near Jacala. 

Tringa solitaria Wilson. Solitary Sandpiper. 

A single bird was seen April 8, at a small pond near Jacala. 

Eroliinae. 

Small, grayish “peeps,” thought to be Least or Semipalmated Sand¬ 
pipers, were noted at a pond south of Jacala, April 8. The sudden ap¬ 
pearance of a falcon caused them to dash off before they could be identified. 

Columba fasciata Say. Band-tailed Pigeon. 

A flock of eight was seen April 12, in pine woods, seven miles north of 
Jacala (Semple). 

Zenaidura macroura (Linnaeus). Mourning Dove. 

Small flocks were seen in open country about Jacala at from 4000 to 
4500 feet, April 9-11. 

Zenaida asiatica (Linnaeus). White-winged Dove. 

Noted infrequently near Jacala at from 4000 to 5000 feet during both our 
visits. 

Columbigallina passerina (Linnaeus). Ground Dove. 

A pair was seen flying along a stone wall, two miles south of Jacala, 
April 8. 

Scardafella inca (Lesson). Inca Dove. 

A single bird was seen among houses at the western edge of Jacala, 
April 12. 

Leptotila verreauxi (Bonaparte). White-fronted Dove. 

Identified with certainty only at El Barrio, March 27 and April 13. 
Common there. 
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Antrostomus vociferus setosus van Rossem. Mexican Whippoor¬ 
will. 

Recorded but once: a female, found dead on the highway six miles 
north of Jacala, April 11 (Semple). Though we searched diligently for 
goatsuckers, by night as well as by day, we failed to see or hear one alive. 

Chaetura sp. 

Some small, dark swifts were seen April 7 at the Cuesta Texquedo. 
They were flying toward the Tasquillo River. 

Aeronautes saxatalis saxatalis (Woodhouse). White-throated 
Swift. 

Large flocks were seen at El Ocote (a village north of Jacala), March 
27, and at La Placita, April 8 and 10. Two female specimens taken are of 
the present race (wing: 137 mm.; 141.5). 

Calothorax lucifer (Swainson). Lucifer Hummingbird. 

Encountered only at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a female was taken 
April 7 (Sutton). 

Selasphorus sp. 

A female hummingbird, apparently Selasphorus rufus , was seen re¬ 
peatedly at El Barrio, feeding about a flowering tree, April 13. 

Eugenes fulgens fulgens (Swainson). Rivoli’s Hummingbird. 

Noted only at Jacala where it was fairly common, April 7-13, male and 
female specimens being taken at from 4500 to 5500 feet. Seen repeatedly 
about flowers in town. In all males collected or observed the glittering 
feathers of the forehead and crown were molting extensively. 

Hylocharis leucotis leucotis Vieillot. White-eared Hummingbird. 

Identified with certainty only in mixed woodland 13 miles south of 
Jacala (7000 feet), where a breeding male was taken, March 30 (Sutton). 

Cynanthus latirostris latirostris Swainson. Broad-billed Humming¬ 
bird. 

Common at the Cuesta Texquedo, where breeding males were taken 
April 7 (Sutton and Semple). Rare at Jacala, where a single male was 
seen repeatedly at the edge of town; and a young female, not long out of 
the nest, was taken at 4000 feet, in a wooded ravine southeast of town, 
April 11 (Burleigh). This interesting specimen is identifiable chiefly 
from the broad, gray-tipped, steel-blue rectrices. It is dark gray below 
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(with white under tail coverts) and green above, the feathers of the crown, 
neck, back, and rump being tipped with dull brown. The remiges are 
all sheathed at the base. 

Trogon ambiguus ambiguus Gould. Coppery-tailed Trogon. 

Recorded with certainty only at Jacala (4000 to 7000 feet). In the 
mixed woodland north of town it was common, a flock of ten or twelve 
birds sometimes being encountered at the mouth of a deep, thicket- 
fringed cavern. Males taken April 9-12. 

Trogon mexicanus mexicanus (Swainson). Mexican Trogon. 

Two specimens were taken by Sutton: a subadult male, at El Barrio, 
March 27; and a female, near La Placita, seven miles south of Jacala 
(5500 feet), April 8. Not certainly identified otherwise. 

Aulacorhynchus prasinus prasinus (Gould). Emerald Toucanet. 

This interesting bird, which apparently has not heretofore been re¬ 
corded from Hidalgo, was seen repeatedly at El Barrio, March 27 and 
April 13, a female being taken there on the latter date (Burleigh). Since 
the species was found to be fairly common also at Tamazunchale, in south¬ 
eastern San Luis Potosi, we believe that it occurs in suitable woodlands 
throughout the district, presumably at elevations below 3500 feet. 

Colaptes cafer mexicanus Swainson. Mexican Red-shafted 
Flicker. 

Noted only at Jacala, where it was fairly common in mixed woodland. 
Two breeding males, taken six miles north of town, March 28 (Semple 
and Burleigh), do not agree very well inter se in size or color. One of them 
(wing, 151 mm.; tail 100; bill, 35), we have no hesitation in calling mexi¬ 
canus . The other (wing, 165; tail, 108; bill, 39) is very gray throughout the 
upperparts, and if we call it mexicanus we do so principally because it is 
altogether too large for nanuSy the form it most closely resembles in color. 

Balanosphyra formicivora formicivora (Swainson). Acorn¬ 
storing Woodpecker. 

Noted only about openings in mixed woodland near Jacala (6000 to 
7000 feet), a mated pair being taken six miles north of town, April 11 
(Semple). 

Dryobates villosus intermedius Nelson. Intermediate Hairy 
Woodpecker. 

Noted only in mixed woodland on slopes above Jacala, breeding male 
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and female specimens being taken 6 miles north of town respectively on 
March 28 and April 12. These are definitely browner on the throat and 
chest than February examples of intermedins from the Mesa de Chipinque, 
Nuevo Leon, but they are not nearly dark enough for jardinii. 

Dryobates scalaris bairdi (Malherbe). Baird’s Ladder-backed 
Woodpecker. 

Noted infrequently in valley below Jacala (4000 to 4500 feet); and at 
the Cuesta Texquedo, where a breeding male was taken on April 7 (Sem- 
pie). 

Lepidocolaptes affinis affinis (Lafresnaye). Allied Woodhewer. 

Noted on two occasions by Sutton: at El Barrio, where a female was 
taken April 13; and near Jacala, where the female of a mated pair was 
taken in deciduous woodland at 5500 feet, seven miles south of town, 
April 10. The song, a descending series of thin whistles, was not nearly 
so noticeable as that of Xiphorhynchas flavigaster (as heard at Tama- 
zunchale and Valles, San Luis Potosf). 

Pachyramphus major major (Cabanis). Mexican Becard. 

Noted once at Jacala: a male taken by Burleigh, April 8, in deciduous 
woodland (5500 feet), 7 miles south of town. Commoner at El Barrio, 
where a mated pair were taken, April 13 (Sutton). This species apparently 
has not heretofore been recorded from Hidalgo. 

Tyrannus melancholicus Vieillot. Tropical Kingbird. 

Mated pairs were noted near Jacala, April 9-11. Similarly colored 
kingbirds, seen along the highway in the Zimapan district, may have been 
of other species. No specimen collected. 

Myiarchus cinerascens cinerascens (Lawrence). Ash-throated 
Flycatcher. 

Identified with certainty only at the Cuesta Texquedo, where several 
were seen and a female taken, April 7. 

Myiarchus nuttingi inquietus Salvin and God man. Guerrero 
Nutting’s Flycatcher. 

Identified with certainty only at Jacala, April 12, when a male was 
taken at about 4200 feet, in a wooded ravine 2 miles south of town 
(Burleigh). Other examples of Myiarchus seen in the same place that 
day were thought to be of the same species. Nutting’s Flycatcher ap¬ 
parently has not heretofore been recorded from Hidalgo. 
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Myiarchus tuberculifer lawrenceii (Giraud). Lawrence’s Dusky- 
capped Flycatcher. 

Noted at El Barrio, March 27, and at Jacala (4500 to 5500 feet), April 
7-13, a male being taken in a wooded ravine northeast of town, April 11. 

Empidonax hammondii (Xantus). Hammond’s Flycatcher. 

Identified with certainty only at Jacala, where specimens were taken 
(5500 to 7000 feet) March 28 and April 10-12. 

Empidonax wrightii Baird. 3 Wright’s Flycatcher. 

Recorded only at Jacala, where a male was taken (4500 feet), April 9. 

Empidonax difficilis salvini Ridgway. Salvin’s Western Fly¬ 
catcher. 

Male specimens were taken in mixed woodland near Jacala (6000 feet), 
March 28 and 29 (Burleigh). 

Empidonax difficilis hellmayri Brodkorb. Hellmayr’s Western 
Flycatcher. 

A female was taken on March 28 in mixed woodland, six miles north of 
Jacala (Sutton). This specimen is noticeably less brown on the upper- 
parts and chest than a specimen of E . d, salvini taken the same day. 

Empidonax albigularis Sclater and Salvin. White-throated Fly¬ 
catcher. 

Noted only at Jacala, where a male was taken at 4000 feet in a wooded 
ravine southeast of town, April 9 (Burleigh). Not heretofore reported 
from Hidalgo. 

Mitrephanes phaeocercus hidalgensis Sutton and Burleigh. Hi¬ 
dalgo Tufted Flycatcher. 

Fairly common in deciduous and mixed woodlands at Jacala, where 
specimens were taken on March 28 and April 8 at from 5000 to 7000 feet. 
Noted also at El Barrio, where a female was taken, April 13. 

Myiochanes pertinax pallidiventris (Chapman). Coues’s Pewee. 

Noted only at Jacala, where a singing male with somewhat enlarged 
testes was taken in pine woods at 6000 feet, six miles north of town, 
March 28 (Sutton). 

3 Allan Phillips (Auk, 1939, 56: 311-312), believing Baird’s type of wrightii 
to be an example of griseus , has given this species the name oberholseri. We have 
not yet had an opportunity to compare these types. 
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Camptostoma imberbe Sclater. Beardless Flycatcher. 

Encountered only at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a male was taken 
April 7 (Burleigh). 

Tachycineta thalassina thalassina (Swainson). Mexican Violet 
Green Swallow. 

Noted only at Jacala, where a male (testes somewhat enlarged) was 
taken from a flock, April 10 (Sutton). 

Progne chalybea (Gmelin). Gray-breasted Martin. 

Noted only at Jacala, where several pairs were observed, April 8-13. 

Aphelocoma sordida sordida (Swainson). Hidalgo Jay. 

Common in deciduous and mixed woodland about Jacala at from 5500 
to 7000 feet. Among the breeding specimens taken there, March 28 and 
April 8-10, is a male that is considerably darker below than the others, the 
gray of the chest extending over virtually the whole of the belly. This 
variation, in a comparatively small series of breeding birds, lends support 
to Hellmayr’s belief that Nelson’s potosina is a synonym of sordida (Birds 
of the Americas: Part VII, 1934, p. 56). 

Xanthoura luxuosa luxuosa (Lesson). Green Jay. 

Common at El Barrio, where a male and a female were taken, April 13. 
Uncommon at Jacala, where it was noted, April 9-11, in wooded ravines 
northeast of town (4000 to 4500 feet). 

Corvus corax Linnaeus. Raven. 

Noted repeatedly at Jacala (where a flock of twenty were seen, April 
9), and at the Cuesta Texquedo. 

Parus atricristatus atricristatus (Cassin). Black-crested Titmouse. 

Fairly common at El Barrio. Uncommon at Jacala, males being taken 
there, March 27 and April 11 (4000 to 5000 feet). 

Parus wollweberi wollweberi (Bonaparte). Wollweber's Tit¬ 
mouse. 

Encountered only at Jacala, where, in mixed woodland (6000 to 7000 
feet), it was common. Specimens taken, March 28 and April 8, are of 
this dark, southward ranging race. 

Auriparus flaviceps (Sundevall). Verdin. 

Common at the Cuesta Texquedo, where several pairs were seen build¬ 
ing their nests, April 7. 
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Troglodytes brunneicollis brunneicollis Sclater. Brown-throated 
Wren. 

Noted repeatedly at Jacala in mixed woodland (6000 to 7000 feet), a 
male being taken on March 28 (Burleigh). 

Troglodytes domesticus parkmanii Audubon. Western House Wren. 

The House Wren was noted infrequently at lower elevations near 
Jacala, March 27-29 and April 9-11. A male of the present race was taken 
on March 27, at 4500 feet (Sutton). 

Thryomanes bewickii murinus (Hartlaub). Hartlaub’s Wren. 

T. bewickii was noted infrequently at about 4500 feet near Jacala, 
April 9-13. At the Cuesta Texquedo a male of the present race (wing, 
59.5 mm.; tail, 57) was taken, April 7 (Burleigh). 

Heleodytes brunneicapillus guttatus (Gould). Mexican Cactus 
Wren. 

Common at the Cuesta Texquedo, where two breeding males were 
taken on April 7. One of these is much more heavily spotted on the 
throat than the other, but both agree fairly well with Nelson’s type of 
obscurus (with which they were directly compared) in that the white 
markings of the upper parts are inconspicuous. Hellmayr (1934, 149) 
has made it clear that obscurus is a synonym of guttatus . 

Henicorhina leucosticta (Cabanis). Black-capped Wood Wren. 

Common at El Barrio, at from about 3000 to 3500 feet. No specimen 
taken. 

Catherpes mexicanus mexicanus (Swainson). Mexican Canyon 
Wren. 

Common at Jacala, where it was noted at all elevations visited. Espe¬ 
cially common about stone walls separating fields in the valley below town. 
Breeding specimens collected April 9-12 represent this large, dark race, 
which was described from Real del Monte, Hidalgo. 

Mimus polyglottos (Linnaeus). Mockingbird. 

Noted at the Cuesta Texquedo (where it was fairly common, April 7), 
and here and there along the highway in the Zimapan district. 

Melanotis caerulescens caerulescens (Swainson). Blue Mock¬ 
ingbird. 

Noted only at Jacala, where a female was taken in mixed woodland six 
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miles north of town, March 28 (Semple), and where two mated pairs were 
seen in deciduous woodland at lower elevations (4500 to 5000 feet) April 
9-11. 

Toxostoma longirostre longirostre (Lafresnaye). Long-billed 
Thrasher. 

Noted only at Jacala where, in a wooded ravine southeast of town 
(4000 feet), several were seen April 9-12, a male being taken on the 12th 
(Burleigh). This specimen has the short bill (26.5 mm.) and long tail 
(131 mm.) of sennetti but the strongly rufescent tone on the upper parts 
and the short wing (94 mm.) of longirostre. It may represent a more or 
less local breeding population that is intermediate between these two 
forms. 

Toxostoma curvirostre (Swainson). Curve-billed Thrasher. 

Several seen at the Cuesta Texquedo, April 7. Not noted elsewhere. 

Turdus migratorius phillipsi Bangs. Veracruz Robin. 

Small numbers of Robins were seen at Jacala wherever we went. A 
breeding male taken near town by Burleigh is of the present race (wing, 
131 mm.; tail, 93). The worn outermost rectrices of this specimen show 
no indication of white thumb-marking. 

Turdus assimilis assimilis Cabanis. Jalapa Robin. 

Noted only at El Barrio, where a breeding female was taken, April 
13 (Sutton). 

Turdus grayi tamaulipensis (Nelson). Tamaulipas Gray’s Robin. 

Seen only about Jacala, where it was uncommon. A male was taken 
in deciduous woodland near La Placita, April 8 (Sutton). 

Hylocichla guttata auduboni (Baird). Audubon’s Hermit Thrush. 

Hermit Thrushes were seen at Jacala during both our visits. The only 
specimen taken (female, March 28, Semple) is of this race (wing 98 mm.). 

Myadestes obscurus obscurus Lafresnaye. Brown-backed 
Solitaire. 

Taken at El Barrio and at Jacala. At the latter locality it was en¬ 
countered principally in mixed woodland. 

Myadestes unicolor unicolor Sclater. Slate-colored Solitaire. 

Common at El Barrio, where breeding males were taken, April 13 
(Sutton). Not seen at Jacala. 
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Catharus mexicanus mexicanus (Bonaparte). Black-headed 

NIGHTING ALE-T HRUSH. 

Noted only at El Barrio, where several were seen and a singing male 
was collected, April 13 (Sutton). 

Polioptila caerulea mexicana (Bonaparte.). Mexican Blue-Gray 
Gnat cat cher. 

Identified with certainty only at Jacala where, in opener woodland, it 
was noted at from 4500 to 6000 feet. A pair with a nest and two fresh 
eggs was found on a mesquite flat three miles northeast of town at about 
5000 feet, April 11 (Sutton). Gnatcatchers seen at the Cuesta Texquedo, 
April 7, were not identified specifically. 

Corthylio calendula (Linnaeus). Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

Noted at El Barrio, March 27, and at Jacala during the course of our 
two visits. No specimen taken. 

Ptilogonys cinereus cinereus Swainson. Mexican Silky Fly¬ 
catcher. 

Noted but once: eight miles north of Jacala, at 6000 feet, where a male 
was taken, April 11 (Semple). 

Phainopepla nitens nitens (Swainson). Mexican Phainopepla. 

Noted only at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a male (wing, 99.5 mm.) 
and female (wing, 96) were taken on April 7 (Burleigh). 

Lanius ludovicianus mexicanus Brehm. Mexican Shrike. 

Seen at several points along the highway in the Zimapan district, a 
male (tail, 102 mm.), being taken near the Tasquillo bridge, March 30 
(Semple). 

Cyclarhis flaviventris flaviventris Lafresnaye. Mexican Pepper- 
Shrike. 

Noted only at Jacala, where male specimens were taken by Sutton, 
March 29 and April 11, in thickets in mixed woodland (5000-6000 feet), 
north of town. 

Vireo griseus micrus Nelson. Least White-eyed Vireo. 

Fairly common in woods bordering cultivated fields near Jacala, at 
about 4000 feet, a male (wing, 59.5 mm.; tail, 48) being taken on April 9 
by Burleigh. 
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Vireo huttoni mexicanus Ridgway. Mexican Hutton’s Vireo. 

Fairly common (4000 to 6000 feet) at Jacala, where a male was taken, 
March 28, and a female, April 9 (Burleigh). 

Vireo solitarius Wilson. Blue-headed Vireo. 

Noted at Jacala in deciduous woodland (5000-5500 feet), March 28 
and April 8-12. No specimen taken. 

Vireo gilvus eleanorae Sutton and Burleigh. Eleanor’s Warb¬ 
ling Vireo. 

Common at El Barrio and Jacala. At the latter locality it was common¬ 
est in deciduous woodland at from 5500 to 6000 feet. Males sang con¬ 
stantly, April 7-13. 

Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus). Black and White Warbler. 

Seen repeatedly at Jacala (in deciduous and mixed woodlands at from 
4500 to 7000 feet) during both our visits. Male (molting extensively on 
head) taken on March 29 (Burleigh). 

Vermivora celata orestera Oberholser. Rocky Mountain Orange- 
crowned Warbler. 

V. celata was seen repeatedly at Jacala both in the opener country at 
4500 feet and in heavier woodland at greater elevations. Male specimens 
of the present race, taken April 11 and 12, had not quite completed the 
prenuptial molt of the head feathers. 

Vermivora ruficapilla rufjcapilla (Wilson). Nashville Warbler. 

Common about Jacala during both our visits, male and female speci¬ 
mens of the eastern race being taken March 28-29 and April 10. 

Vermivora superciliosa mexicana (Bonaparte). Mexican Hart- 
laub’s Warbler. 

Common at Jacala (5500 to 7000 feet) during both our visits, males 
being collected March 28 and 29. 

Compsothlypis pitiayumi nigriiora (Coues). Sennett’s Warbler. 

Noted only at Jacala where, in wooded ravines at from 4000 to 4500 
feet, occasional singing males were noted and a male and female specimen 
taken, April 9-12. 

Dendroica coronata coronata (Linnaeus). Myrtle Warbler. 

Noted infrequently in mixed woodland near Jacala, March 27-29. A 
male in worn immature plumage, taken March 29, is of the eastern race 
(wing, 72 mm.; tail 57). 
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Dendroica auduboni (Townsend). Audubon’s Warbler. 

Common about Jacala, April 8-13. No specimen taken. 

Dendroica townsendi (Townsend). Townsend’s Warbler. 

Noted daily at Jacala, at from 5500 to 7000 feet, specimens being taken 
March 28-30 and April 8-11. The commonest warbler seen there. 

Dendroica virens virens (Gmelin). Black-throated Green 
Warbler. 

Fairly common at Jacala during both our visits, from one to ten birds 
being seen daily at higher elevations. Female taken March 28; male, 
April 8. 

Dendroica occidentals (Townsend). Hermit Warbler. 

Noted infrequently at higher elevations about Jacala, specimens being 
taken during both our visits. 

Oporornis tolmiei (Townsend). Macgillivray’s Warbler. 

Noted but once, a single bird near Jacala (4000 feet), April 12. 

Geothlvpis trichas (Linnaeus). Marsh Yellow-throat. 

Recorded but once, a single bird in a thicket near Jacala, April 9. 

Wilsonia pusilla pileolata (Pallas). Pileolated Warbler. 

Wilsonia pusilla was noted at the Cuesta Texquedo, April 7, and at El 
Barrio, where a male of the present race (wing 61 mm.; tail 53) was taken 
April 12 (Burleigh). 

Setophaga picta picta Swainson. Painted Redstart. 

Mated pairs noted daily at higher elevations near Jacala during both 
our visits. Two males taken April 8 in deciduous woodland near La 
Placita. 

Myioborus miniatus miniatus (Swainson). Red-bellied Redstart. 

Fairly common on high slopes about Jacala, males being collected six 
miles north of town (5500 to 6000 feet), March 29. 

Basileuterus culicivorus culicivorus (Lichtenstein). Lichtenstein’s 
Warbler. 

On April 9, in a dry ravine near Jacala (4500 feet), Sutton took what he 
thought to be a mated pair of B. culicivorus , but one of these, the male, 
has the grayish upperparts of B. c. culicivorus , the other, the female, the 
yellowish gray upperparts of B. c. brasheri. 
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Basileuterus belli belli (Giraud). Bell’s Warbler. 

Noted only in brushy thickets in mixed woodland north of Jacala 
(6000 feet) on April 12, on which date two males were taken by Sutton. 

Basileuterus rufifrons jouyi Ridgway. Jouy’s Warbler. 

Noted only about Jacala, where it was fairly common at higher ele¬ 
vations and where two specimens were taken, a male on March 29 and 
a female on April 8. 

Icterus wagleri wagleri Sclater. Wagler’s Oriole. 

Three were seen at the Cuesta Texquedo, April 7. Noted at Jacala 
only on April 11 when a male was taken at 4000 feet in a wooded ravine 
southeast of town (Burleigh). 

Icterus graduacauda Lesson. Black-headed Oriole. 

Noted infrequently at Jacala, at from 5500 to 7000 feet, April 8-12. 

Icterus cucullatus cucullatus Swainson. Hooded Oriole. 

From one to four noted daily on the outskirts of Jacala, a male being 
taken there, April 11 (Burleigh). 

Icterus parisorum Bonaparte. Scott’s Oriole. 

Two males were seen on April 7, at the Cuesta Texquedo. 

Tanagra elegantissima Bonaparte. Blue-headed Euphonia. 

Noted twice by Sutton in mixed woodland six miles north of Jacala: 
March 29, when a mated pair were taken; and April 12, when a male 
was taken. 

Piranga bidentata sanguinolenta (Lafresnaye). Lafresn aye’s 
Tanager. 

Noted infrequently at Jacala, breeding males being taken, April 11 and 
12, in open deciduous woodland. 

Piranga leucoptera leucoptera Trudeau. White-winged Tanager. 

Recorded only at El Barrio, where males were taken on March 27 and 
April 13. 

Piranga flava hepatica (Swainson). Hepatic Tanager. 

Common at Jacala, especially in pine and oak woods at from 6000 to 
7000 feet. Specimens taken, March 27-29 and April 8-12. 
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Chlorospingus ophthalmicus ophthalmicus (Du Bus). Brown¬ 
headed Chlorospingus. 

Noted at El Barrio where it was common, and where, on March 27 and 
April 13, breeding specimens were collected. Noted also along the high¬ 
way between El Barrio and the San Luis Potosi state-line. 

Richmondena cardinalis canicauda (Chapman). Gray-tailed 
Cardinal. 

Fairly common at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a male was taken on 
April 7; and at 4000 to 4500 feet in the Jacala district, where a female 
was taken on April 9. 

Hedymeles melanocephalus melanocephalus (Swainson). Black¬ 
headed Grosbeak. 

Fairly common at Jacala, single birds and small flocks being seen re¬ 
peatedly during both our visits. A male was taken on April 10, thirteen 
miles south of town (Semple). 

Guiraca caerulea interfusa Dwight and Griscom. Western Blue 
Grosbeak. 

Seen repeatedly in thickets near Jacala, April 8-12. A male of the 
present race was taken on April 9 (Burleigh). 

Passerina cyanea (Linnaeus). Indigo Bunting. 

Male taken in thicket near Jacala, at 4500 feet, April 11 (Burleigh). 

Passerina versicolor (Bonaparte). Varied Bunting. 

Male seen at the Cuesta Texquedo, April 7; flock of five seen, April 12, 
in thickets south of Jacala (4000 feet). 

Tiaris olivacea pusilla Swainson. Mexican Grassquit. 

Noted daily at Jacala, where it was rare. Male taken, March 29, in 
mixed woodland six miles north of town (Sutton). 

Carpodacusmexicanus (Muller). House Finch. 

Common at the Cuesta Texquedo, April 7. No specimen taken. 

Spinus psaltria (Say). Arkansas Goldfinch. 

Noted only at Jacala, where a flock of thirty was seen along the borders 
of a field near town on April 9. 

Atlapetes pileatus pileatus Wagler. Rufous-capped Atlapetes. 

Recorded only at Jacala where, in mixed woodland at from 5500 to 
7000 feet, it was seen infrequently, male and female specimens being taken 
near La Placita on April 8. 
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Atlapetes brunnei-nucha brunnei-nucha (Lafresnaye). Chestnut- 
capped Atlapetes. 

Common at El Barrio, where breeding specimens were taken, March 
27 and April 13 (Sutton and Semple). 

Arremonops rufivirgatus (Lawrence). Texas Sparrow. 

Noted infrequently about Jacala. A male taken by Burleigh at about 
5500 feet near that place is so dark, large billed, and short tailed that it 
cannot be called A. r. rufivirgatus , though it is obviously not large billed 
nor dark enough for A. r. crassirostris. Specimens taken by us at Tama- 
zunchale, San Luis Potosi are similarly intermediate and unnameable. 

Forty years ago, Ridgway (Birds of North and Middle America, Part 
1, 448) called attention to the fact that specimens of Arremonops rufivirga¬ 
tus “from southern Tamaulipas and Nuevo Leon and San Luis Potosi” 
baried “toward A . r. crassirostris ,” but this able systematist did not, with 
material at hand at the time, perceive how definitely intermediate in color 
and bill-size San Luis Potosi birds were, nor did he have specimens from 
Hidalgo. With fresh material from both these States for comparison, we 
believe that this intermediate race should be described and feel that no 
Petter name for it could be found than 

Arremonops rufivirgatus ridgwayi subsp. nov. 

Type .—Adult male in breeding plumage, Louis Agassiz Fuertes Me¬ 
morial Bird Collection at Cornell University no. 7491; La Placita, near 
Jacala, Hidalgo (5500 feet elevation), April 8, 1939; collected by Thomas 
D. Burleigh. 

Subspecific characters .—Too dark throughout upper parts and on throat, 
chest, sides and flanks, and too large-billed for A . r. rufivirgatus (Law¬ 
rence’s type, from “Rio Grande in Texas” = Brownsville, Texas, we have 
examined); but not dark enough nor large-billed enough for A. r . cras¬ 
sirostris (type, from “Cordoba and Orizaba, Veracruz,” also examined), 
hence definitely intermediate between the two races. Dissimilar to 
verticalis , sinaloae , sumichrasti, chiapensis , and superciliosus (all of which 
are considered by Hellmayr to be conspecific with rufivirgatus) in having 
uniform, comparatively light brown, crown stripes. 

In tail- and wing-length ridgwayi is not, apparently, so constantly in¬ 
termediate as in bill-size and color, but it tends to be short-tailed, the tail 
of our type specimen measuring only 58 mm. (58.67 mm. being the 
average tail-length of six male crassirostris examined by Ridgway). 




1940 


Sutton and Burleigh: Birds Recorded in Hidalgo 


185 


Measurements .—Specimens collected by the authors: Type, wing, 61 
mm.; tail 58; exposed culmen, 13.5; tarsus, 24. Male and female from 
Tamazunchale, San Luis Potosi: wing, 64, 61; tail, 64, 61; tail 64, 58; 
exposed culmen, 13.5, 13; tarsus, 24, 24. 

Range .—Hidalgo, southeastern San Luis Potosi, and probably contigu¬ 
ous parts of southern Tamaulipas and northern Veracruz, from about 
sea-level to possibly 6000 feet. 

Pipilo maculatus montanus Swarth. Spurred Towhee. 

Fairly common in the mixed woodlands about Jacala, specimens being 
taken there, April 8-12. 

Pipilo fuscus potosinus Ridgway. Plateau Brown Towhee. 

Fairly common in opener country about Jacala, where a breeding male 
(wing, 92 mm.; tail, 96) was taken, April 11 (Burleigh). Noted also at the 
Cuesta Texquedo, April 7. 

Ammodramus savannarum pratensis (Vieillot). Eastern Grass¬ 
hopper Sparrow. 

Three Grasshopper Sparrows were seen at the edge of an open field 
near Jacala, April 9. One of these, a female of the present race (wing, 
60.5 mm.; tail, 43), was collected by Burleigh. 

Pooecetes gramineus (Gmelin). Vesper Sparrow. 

Three were seen feeding at the edge of an open field near Jacala on 
April 9. No specimen taken. 

Chondestes grammacus (Say). Lark Sparrow. 

Flock of eight seen April 9, near Jacala. No specimen taken. 

Aimophila ruficeps eremoeca (Brown). Rock Sparrow. 

Identified with certainty but once: a female taken at 5000 feet near 
Jacala, April 11 (Sutton). This subspecies presumably winters in the 
region. 

Aimophila ruficeps boucardi (Sclater). Boucard’s Sparrow. 

Most A. ruficeps noted at Jacala were thought to be of this race. A 
male was taken there at 6000 feet, March 28 (Burleigh). 

Junco phaeonotus phaeonotus Wagler. Mexican Junco. 

Noted only at and near Jacala, where mated pairs were seen several 
times in mixed woodland at 6000 feet north of town, more frequently at 
from 6500 to 7000 feet, 13 miles south of town. Specimens were taken, 
March 29-30 and April 10. 
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Spizella passerina arizonae Coues. Western Chipping Sparrow. 

Seen at El Barrio, Jacala, and the Cuesta Texquedo, but nowhere com¬ 
mon. Male of present race (wing, 72 mm.; tail, 60) taken at Jacala, 
April 12 (Semple). 

Spizella pallida (Swainson). Clay-colored Sparrow. 

Noted only at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a male was taken from a 
small flock, April 13 (Semple). 

Spizella atrogularis atrogularis (Cabanis). Mexican Black-chinned 
Sparrow. 

Noted at the Cuesta Texquedo, where a male was taken on April 7 
(Burleigh); and infrequently about Jacala (4000-4500 feet), April 8-12, a 
female being taken on April 12 (Burleigh). 

Melospiza lincolnii (Audubon). Lincoln’s Sparrow. 

Noted at Jacala (4500 to 5500 feet), April 8-12. 







